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It is not easy for us, living in the twentieth century, to judge
accurately either the fairness or the wisdom of such an enactment.
At first glance one i& tempted to call it industrial conscription, if
not by law, then by birth. The atmosphere seems entirely that of

* God bless the squire and his relations
And keep us in our proper stations.'

Once an agricultural labourer, always an agricultural labourer ;
no freedom of movement, consequently little power to bargain
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as to conditions of work ; wages ftxx*d by justices o! the employer
class and men bound by statute law to accept or starve, some
towns indeed going further and forbidding even the liberty to
starve, by imprisoning those who refused to work for the
statutory wage; the trades in which money might be made
closed to the poor man's son by a lengthy apprenticeship, and
even a class qualification for entry ; things liko this seem class
legislation of the direst kind, and we remember that Tudor
power rested largely on the support of the corporate towns
and the nouveaux riches. Such an interpretation of the statute